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Hands-on Activity Kit

Introduction This guide discusses how students experience their world through
activity-based learning in myWorld Geography. It explores the use of
activity-based lesson plans, Essential Questions posters, and Wall Maps
that help students gain enduring understandings and transfer their
knowledge to the real world.

Background Activity-based learning inspires students to experience the content

and Purpose they are studying. One way that students achieve long-term or
enduring understandings of the Essential Questions is through
participation in the individual and small-group activities.

These activities not only help students master the content, but they
also help them to develop confidence and self-direction. During the
activities, students make decisions, role-play, evaluate information,
compare and contrast, and solve problems. Practicing these skills
aids in transferring their learning to real-life situations. Each myWorld
Activity also gives students the opportunity to practice 21st century
skills, such as communication and collaboration.
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Activities in myWorld Geography were written by two master teachers:
George Sabato and Michael Yell. George Sabato is the past president
of the California Council for the Social Studies and has over thirty-four
years of middle grade social studies teaching experience.

Michael Yell is a past president of the National Council for the Social
Studies and is an expert with activity-based learning.
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Activity-Based The hands-on activities are embedded in all aspects of the program,

Lesson Plans

including the student edition, the ProGuide, Activity Cards, Essential
Questions posters, and myWorld Geography Wall Maps. These
activities help students build understanding of the Essential Question
and provide the opportunity to transfer learning to their world.
Comprehensive support for each activity is provided in the detailed
lesson plans in the ProGuide. A myWorld Activity icon identifies a
myWorld Activity in the ProGuide as well as in all of the resources
throughout the program.

There are different layers of myWorld activities. These activities

are included at the chapter, section, and unit levels of the program.
Activity Cards accompany each myWorld Chapter Activity, and there
are additional activity ideas provided on myworldgeography.com.

Chapter Each Unit ProGuide provides a myWorld Chapter Activity with step-
by-step instructions. This specific activity is taught at the end of the
chapter to assess enduring understandings and show transfer of
learning.

Activity Steps
1. Set Expectations: Tell students that they wil
diwide all nd tk ach
y will chart the rh'i" 2
a 0 & report to China's leaders. Review i '
the activity ns_‘r‘m?ﬁs alr's rubric :‘I-’L:I;I:II:JT |s-: H @ each issue,
" flﬂﬁzﬁi?fﬂ:f;wx research teams. Give each Et::lra:fppan Compiets:a1s Cantry Onliie
student a copy of lssue Anafysis Worksheet and ERIOIIER:
t one Activity Card nis write a report that answers
o imagine th he following page, Make sure
data about the actiity tha nts pare their issue and its effect to
Il them that the {hinese government eir effects
) fe a word bank of transitiona
LT efinitions for help writing their reports
55 the card and Sample phrases are .?,\ .xfd-'.r-r;.. .furr'r.ﬂrmm‘_[.lnﬂ
' result. according to. and therefore.
myWorld In a sample chapter on a changing China, the lesson plan recommends
Chapter that students divide into small groups to address a major issue that
Activity affects China.

First, using the Activity Cards, students collect data on how China’s
growth is affecting the Chinese people in various ways. If teachers are
using a blended approach in teaching, students can also use Sections
1-3 in the student edition and myworldgeography.com to assist

them in gathering data for the activity. The myWorld Chapter Activity
Support provides student instructions and a rubric for scoring the
activity.

Copyright © 2010 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

2



Next, the students chart the data and write a report to China’s leaders
using the Issue Analysis Worksheet. Each myWorld Chapter Activity
provides this additional support to help conduct the activity and assess
the enduring understandings.

Activity Cards

Activity Cards accompany each myWorld Chapter Activity lesson plan.
For example, six cards provide students with insight into the most
influential factors on life in China. The cards feature facts, graphs, and
trends on wealth, resources, income, education, communication, and
health. All of these factors contribute to the region’s successes and
struggles. By using the Activity Cards and engaging in these activities,
students have the opportunity to better understand and think critically
about the Essential Question. Through participation in these activities,
students are also engaging in 21st century skills.

21st Century

At the end of each chapter, students engage in a 21st Century

Learning Learning Activity. This activity helps students further explore the
Activity Essential Question and build new skills such as evaluating Web sites or
developing cultural awareness.
Section Each section in the chapter also provides a myWorld Activity. The

ProGuide provides step-by-step instructions for the activity and
additional myWorld Activity Support for students.

For example, students participate in an activity that demonstrates a
command economy and a market economy. Students evaluate then
compare and contrast both economies.

*- Practice: myWorld Activity Students will
participate in an activity that demonstrates a
command economy and a market economy. Then
they will evaluate both economies and compare and
contrast them. Step-by-Step Instructions and
More Activities follow on the next page.
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Each section also provides a myWorld Activity and myWorld Activity
Support for each Primary Source Lesson Plan and Case Study Lesson
Plan.

Unit

Students have the opportunity to apply new skills they‘re learning in
the 21st Century Learning Activity found at the end of every unit. In
this example, students are asked to give an effective presentation.
They can go to myworldgeography.com to find solutions and to get
help with the learning activity. Students can also use the 21st Century
Online Tutor to get more tips to help them with this specific activity.

(21t Century

Give an Effective Presentation

Ask students to name things that make
speeches or classmom presentations
interesting. Answers may include such
technigues as wsing humar, including
graphs or photographs, and supporting
points with interesting stories about
people, Have students think, pair, and
share at least three techmigues that they
think will make their presentation more
effective. Suggest that students try 1o use
oo ar three of the techniques suggested
in their group presentation.

Essential
Questions
Posters

The Essential Questions posters are designed to help students transfer
world geography knowledge and skills by making them think about
the Essential Question and apply the topics and examples to their
world. The posters can be displayed in the classroom to highlight and
reinforce the Essential Questions that are addressed in each chapter of
the student edition.

The Essential Questions posters also provide responses to the Essential
Questions using written and visual examples from the regions of the
teen ambassadors.

Wall Maps

The Wall Maps are the same geographic maps used in the student
editions and on myworldgeography.com. These Wall Maps, which
can be hung up in the classroom, provide an enlarged physical
representation of the geography of each region being studied.
Direct students’ attention to these visual images because the maps
correspond directly to each unit in the program.

Review

This guide discussed how students experience their world through
activity-based learning in myWorld Geography.

This guide explored the use of activity-based lesson plans, Essential
Questions posters, and Wall Maps that help students gain enduring
understanding and transfer their knowledge to the real world.

For more information, please watch the other myWorld Geography
tutorials on this Web site.
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