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Program Organization and Components

Introduction

Organization: 
Grades 6–10
	

This guide discusses the program organization of Prentice Hall 
Literature. It also looks at some specific program components.

Look at the Contents in Brief for Grades 6–10, and notice the six units 
of instruction. Units are anchored by Big Questions that enrich the 
exploration of literary concepts. Every unit is hosted by an award-
winning contemporary author, and the instruction targets specific 
reading strategies. 

Notice the four resource handbooks listed at the bottom of the page. 
Students will find these resources helpful when completing lesson 
assignments. 

Another available resource is Picture It! A Comprehension Handbook. 
This is a valuable resource that visually depicts key comprehension 
strategies. Picture It! appears near the front of the Student Edition.
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Organization: 
American  
Experience and 
British  
Tradition

In the Student Edition Table of Contents, notice that units are 
organized into various program features, such as the unit introduction, 
leveled selections, Informational Texts, and workshops. More 
information about these program features is available in other tutorials 
on this Web site. Flip through the Student Edition Table of Contents 
pages and notice Skills At a Glance. These pages summarize the skills 
students will learn and practice in the unit.

The Skills Navigator Overview, located a few pages after the Student 
Edition Table of Contents, identifies the skills taught in all six units. 
The pages following the Skills Navigator Overview provide more detail 
about the unit skills, selections, and resources. This information is 
helpful when creating a curriculum map for the year.

Look at the Contents in Brief for the American Experience and British 
Tradition, and notice the six units of instruction. Each unit covers a 
historical time period and follows historically relevant themes. Students 
read both classic and contemporary selections while considering 
three Essential Questions that stimulate inquiry and help them make 
connections.

Notice the list of student resources at the bottom of the page. 
Students will find these resources helpful when completing lesson 
assignments.
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Program  
Components

Core  
Components

In the Student Edition Table of Contents, notice that units are 
organized into various program features, such as the unit introduction, 
Comparing Literary Works, Informational Texts, Author in Depth, and 
workshops. More information about these program features is available 
in other tutorials on this Web site.

The Skills Navigator Overview, which can be found a few pages after 
the Student Edition Table of Contents, identifies the skills taught in all 
six units. The pages following the Skills Navigator Overview provide 
more detail about the unit skills, selections, and resources. This 
information is helpful when creating a curriculum map for the year.

The components can be arranged into five categories. The following 
takes a closer look at each category.

Two of the core components—the Teacher’s Edition and the Student 
Edition—were mentioned in the discussion of the program organization. 
The third core component is PH Lit Online, which provides the digital 
version of the Teacher’s and Student Editions as well as interactive 
lesson content and teaching resources. It also includes videos that will 
enrich whole-class instruction. Teachers can assign the adapted text to 
students who need extra reading support.

Using PH Lit Online, students can highlight text, take notes, write in 
journals, and complete lesson activities online. They have access to 
audio summaries in three languages and the full selection audio in 
English. Students can download the audio to an mp3 player. Vocabulary 
Central includes flashcards, songs, interactive games, and worksheets. 

PH Lit Online provides immediate feedback to students and 
automatically assigns remediation based on their test scores. Teachers 
can use the interactive lesson content during whole-class instruction or 
assign lesson activities for students to complete independently.
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Differentiated 
Instruction

Reality Central

The Teacher’s Edition provides helpful suggestions for differentiating 
instruction, and instruction can be further personalized by using the 
Reader’s Notebooks. These books provide both interactive reading 
support and skill practice.
	
The On-Level Version of the Reader’s Notebook is for average 
readers. It provides full-length selections, vocabulary support, and 
pronunciation guides. The Adapted Version is appropriate for struggling 
readers. Selections have adapted text interspersed with authentic text. 
This version is designed for easier readability. The English Learner’s 
Version provides adapted text interspersed with authentic text and 
focuses on idioms, colloquialisms, and cultural information. The 
Reader’s Notebook Teaching Guide helps teachers integrate the use of 
these notebooks into instruction and contains the answer keys for all 
three versions.

The Reading Kit includes reteaching and retesting for core reading, 
writing, and language skills. The kit also explains instructional 
techniques for teaching English learners and students with special 
needs.

Reality Central is a nonfiction student reader for Grades 6–10. Reality 
Central features short, high-interest readings on current topics that are 
relevant to students’ lives. The selections are thematically linked to the 
Big Questions. Reality Central provides targeted instruction, grammar 
practice, and vocabulary development.
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Professional 
Development

Classroom 
Management

Review

The Reality Central Writing Journal provides scaffolded writing support 
for students. The Reality Central Teaching Guide and Resources 
provides full teaching support for all lessons and activities featured in 
Reality Central.

Prentice Hall Literature includes valuable professional development 
resources. The Professional Development Handbook in the Teacher’s 
Edition contains informative professional development articles on 
topics such as Teaching Literature by Design and Culturally Responsive 
Instruction. The Professional Development Guidebook contains time-
saving resources for assessment and classroom management as well. 
There are also scoring rubrics and alternative assessment tools for 
peer review and portfolio management.

Another professional development resource is Classroom Strategies 
and Teaching Routines. This book provides classroom routine cards 
that describe strategies and best practices for teaching vocabulary, 
comprehension, fluency, and writing.

There are various components that help teachers manage their 
classroom. The Unit Resources books include selection-specific skills 
support, vocabulary and writing support, and a variety of assessments.

The All-in-One Workbook provides all on-level skills practice sheets 
from the Unit Resources books. This student workbook also includes 
writing support, fluency practice, and standardized test practice.

The Daily Bellringer Activities booklet contains short, high-interest 
activities designed to keep students on task at the beginning of class. 
The activities give students additional practice with quick writes, 
sentence models, revision, and sentence combining.

This guide discussed the program organization and components of 
Prentice Hall Literature.

Anchored by Big and Essential Questions, units are divided into 
program features that include classic and contemporary literature 
selections as well as instruction of reading skills and literary concepts.

The core program components include the Teacher’s and Student 
Editions and PH Lit Online, which provides interactive lesson content.

Personalize instruction by using the Reader’s Notebooks and the 
Reading Kit, which provides intervention of core language arts skills.

Reality Central provides real-world readings aligned to the core 
program for Grades 6–10.

The Professional Development Guidebook and Classroom Strategies 
and Teaching Routines provide useful resources to help teachers be 
more effective in the classroom.

Finally, the Unit Resources books and the Daily Bellringer Activities 
help teachers manage their diverse classroom efficiently.


