Prentice Hall

Introducing a Unit

Introduction This guide discusses how to introduce a Prentice Hall Literature unit
for the American Experience and British Tradition. It talks about both
textbook and PH Lit Online activities.

Unit The first page of any unit is the unit introduction. Consider beginning

Introduction with a class discussion about the historical time period and the artwork

Page displayed on the page. Encourage students to speculate about the

literature and how authors might have been influenced during this
time.

This unit opener page also contains a list of unit objectives and a
summary of activities on PH Lit Online. There is also a preview of unit
features and teaching resources.

Snapshot of
the Period

A few pages after the unit introduction is the Snapshot of the Period.

Snapshot of the Period

i

Yy

Have students preview the graphical representation of the time
period and read about key information, influential people, places, and
innovations. Students answer questions or make predictions after
reading to help them make connections.

For example, in Unit 1, students look at the map and make predictions
about how the various groups might have interacted. They think about
how groups might form alliances, react to newcomers, and protect
their territories. Discussing the period helps students build background
information so they have more insight about how history influenced
literature.

At this point, it is important to introduce the Essential Questions and
have students relate to them on a personal level. For example, ask
students to choose an item from home that they believe represents
America. Explaining what their item says about America helps them
think about the question What makes American literature American?
Explain that their ideas apply to the time period and encourage them
to make these connections as they read the literature.
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Historical

Background

The next page shows the Historical Background, which describes the
era and explains significant historical events. At the end of this section,
the key historical themes are summarized.

Historical Background
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In this example, students consider the culture of the first Americans
and how it influenced colonists as they created their model community.
Students think about the transformation of belief systems and
establishment of a new government.

Discussion about these events deepens understanding about the time
period so students can connect these facts and ideas to the literature
as they read.

Essential
Questions

After the Historical Background is a page with the Essential Questions
of the Literary Period.
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The Essential Questions are tools for creating meaning from the history
and literature. Notice that each Essential Question is displayed with
additional stepping-stone questions underneath. These stepping-stone
questions provide a framework of information to help students reflect
on and answer each Essential Question as it pertains to the time
period.

An example of an Essential Question is What is the relationship
between place and literature? The stepping-stone questions have
students read about and explore the New Worlds’ environment,
colonist’s attitudes toward this environment, and how these attitudes
showed up in literature. Students now consider if contemporary
attitudes are more like the colonists or the Native Americans.

The Essential Questions and stepping-stone questions help students
understand the historical influence on literature while also reflecting
about contemporary ideas and attitudes.
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Following
Through

Ask students to complete the Following Through activities that provide
a check for understanding of the historical and literary concepts
presented so far. For example, students may complete a graphic
organizer listing two key concepts that relate to each Essential
Question.
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Students then connect what they have learned to the world today.
Relating to the previous example, small groups can discuss which
concept on the graphic organizer is most relevant today. They list
examples that support their opinion.

The Essential Question vocabulary words help enrich class discussions
and student writing. Activities are suggested to extend learning and
help students develop research, technology, and presentation skills.

Contemporary
Commentary

In the Contemporary Commentary section, students meet an award-
winning author who introduces key literary and writing concepts.
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As an example, students meet Susan Power, who talks about the oral
tradition being the earliest form of American literature. She explains
how this tradition continues today in the electronic age.

PH Lit Online

There are various online activities available for introducing the unit.
From the Teacher Center home page, click the grade level tab.
Next, click any unit title to drop open the table of contents. Click
Introduction and select View from the pop-up menu.
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These activities parallel the textbook activities in content and purpose
and can be used to enrich instruction or assigned for independent
study.

Notice the colored arrows that indicate the flow of the lesson content.
There are several online activities to help cover the Historical
Background information and Essential Questions for this unit on early
America.

Review

This guide explained how to introduce a Prentice Hall Literature unit for
the American Experience and British Tradition. Each unit begins with

a discussion about a historical time period and how art and literature
were influenced. The Snapshot of the Period graphically represents key
information about the time period, people, places, and innovations.

The Historical Background describes the era and significant historical
events. Students discuss the Essential Questions, which are tools for
creating meaning from the literature. Following Through activities
include checking for understanding, connecting concepts to the world,
and extending learning. In Contemporary Commentary, authors
connect literary concepts to modern time.

Finally, PH Lit Online provides the same lesson content in an interactive
format.
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