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Workshops and Independent Reading

Introduction

Workshops

Writing  
Workshops

This guide discusses the workshops and Independent Reading in 
Prentice Hall Literature for the American Experience and British 
Tradition. It talks about the Writing, Communications, Vocabulary, and 
Essential Question Workshops, and it also explores suggestions for 
Independent Reading.

The workshops provide practice with key language arts skills. They are 
located at the end of each unit as shown in the Student Edition Table 
of Contents in the Teacher’s Edition. 

The writing workshops focus on writing skills and the writing process. 
Students practice a variety of writing forms, such as narratives, 
research reports, persuasive essays, and short stories.
	
These workshops feature the six traits of writing. Each trait appears 
as a tab in the Writer’s Toolbox and provides focus for different writing 
activities. The six traits of writing are featured during different phases 
of the writing process.

Following guidelines from the Understanding by Design model, it might 
be useful to clarify expected outcomes with students before they begin 
writing. Use the rubrics for self-assessment to discuss the evaluation 
criteria with students. The rubrics are located on the last page of each 
Writing Workshop.

Students begin the writing process with prewriting activities. Excerpts 
of professional models provide examples of the genre. In one 
autobiographical narrative example, students discuss the impact of the 
author describing his feelings.

You can also explicitly teach and model prewriting and drafting 
strategies. The following is an example of teaching how to shape 
writing by ordering events and building intensity.
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Prentice Hall  
EssayScorer

Communications 
Workshops

Vocabulary 
Workshops

Students review professional writing models to deepen their 
understanding of the writing process. In another example, Susan 
Power explains her challenge with word choice. She annotates an 
excerpt from Roofwalker to illustrate her thought process.

The author videos on PH Lit Online feature authors discussing their 
writing process and the rewards of writing.

Finally, examine student writing samples with students. Use the 
annotations to analyze the use of specific writing elements. 

Prentice Hall EssayScorer powered by WriteToLearn™ enables students 
to submit essays online and receive instant feedback along with tips 
for revision. Teachers have access to reports on student submissions 
from the Teacher Center home page.

The Communications Workshops focus on oral language skills, such as 
evaluating entertainment media and presenting an oral interpretation 
of a literary work.

In the following example, students learn about persuasive speeches 
and common persuasive techniques. As they prepare to evaluate a 
speech, they learn what to listen for during the presentation.

The Vocabulary Workshop activities help students develop skills that 
improve reading comprehension and writing. They help teach students 
skills such as how to use a dictionary and thesaurus, and they discuss 
topics such as the use of idioms.
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Essential  
Questions  
Workshops

Independent 
Reading

PH Lit Online

Review

During the Essential Questions Workshops, ask students to review the 
literature in the unit and choose one selection passage that correlates 
to each Essential Question.

Then ask students to complete activities that spotlight one Essential 
Question. The writing, researching, and discussion activities help 
deepen students’ understanding of the Essential Question.

The Teacher’s Edition provides notes about each book to help 
make appropriate recommendations to students. Consider dividing 
students into literature circles for book discussions. The Professional 
Development Guidebook provides suggestions for running literature 
circles.

The workshop activities are also found online. Students can print 
lesson assignments and type responses into text boxes and journals. 
All lesson content is available in an interactive format on PH Lit Online.

This guide discussed the workshops and Independent Reading in 
Prentice Hall Literature for the American Experience and British 
Tradition.

The Writing Workshops explore different types of writing. Writing 
Workshops also help students understand the writing process and 
practice key skills. The Communications Workshops focus on the 
development of oral language skills. Students build and practice 
skills during the Vocabulary Workshops. Students summarize their 
understanding of the Essential Question and write responses, research 
ideas, and present findings.

Independent Reading selections can be used for discussion in literature 
circles.


