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The Balanced Literacy Classroom

Introduction

Many schools want the benefits of a well-structured 
reading program but still want to maintain a balanced 
literacy classroom with guided reading, reader’s 
workshop, literature circles, or book studies. Schools 
also may want to adjust the scope and sequence of 
a program to match their calendar or testing needs 
but are not given the resources to make the process 
manageable. Schools customize their literacy programs 
because it helps develop students’ strengths and 
supports their needs. It is a responsive and rewarding 
way to teach.

On Reading Street and Calle de la Lectura Texas, 
customizing this approach is possible. Section 7 of First 
Stop helps teachers create a program that balances 
direct skill instruction with a variety of approaches to 
meet students’ needs. Teachers can use the Guide on 
the Side as a roadmap for research-based instructional 
routines. The Customize Literacy tab at the back of 
every Teacher’s Edition provides flexibility to make 
curricular adjustments and still follow Reading Street with fidelity. This guide explores the 
information in First Stop, Guide on the Side routines and activities, and each section of the 
Customize Literacy tab in the Teacher’s Editions to help teachers create a program best 
suited for their school, themselves, and most importantly, their students.

First Stop

In First Stop, teachers learn how to organize and 
carry out a customized literacy program. Section 
7, Customize Literacy on Reading Street, explains 
that when using assessment tools and observations, 
teachers learn about students’ strengths and 
weaknesses. This data allows them to make better 
grouping decisions. The groups may address 
strategy and skill instruction, children’s interests, 
children’s social abilities, or students’ instructional 
levels. The charts in Section 7, Alignment with 
DRA2 and Leveled Reader Skills Chart, help match 
materials and text to groups. Reading Street Texas 
is aligned with DRA2; use the chart to match 
Reading Street instruction to DRA2 benchmarks. 
The Leveled Reader Skills Chart provides Fountas 
and Pinnell reading levels if teachers are using 
guided reading groups. This chart allows teachers to 
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search for text by skill, strategy, vocabulary, and content so that they can match the right 
reader to each student. Also notice that TEKS are identified for the comprehension skills 
and strategies. First Stop is a great place to begin when customizing a program, but the 
Customize Literacy tab in the Teacher’s Editions can be an even greater benefit.

Guide on the Side

Guide on the Side is a great alternative to the Reading Street Texas Teacher’s Editions. The 
Teacher’s Editions are divided into two volumes per six-week unit. For the balanced literacy 
teacher, a suggestion is to start the unit in the Teacher’s Edition for the first three weeks of 
instruction, and then use a balanced literacy approach for the next three weeks. Guide on 
the Side provides the support needed to teach skills and strategies that correspond to unit 
objectives. It provides support for progress monitoring, grouping, differentiation, and ELLs. 
Teachers have research-based strategies, routines, and example lessons at their fingertips. 
Flip to the skill being taught, such as Main Idea and Details, and there are routines and tips 
for instruction. Corresponding Reading Street materials are listed, but teachers are free to 
select their own literature.

Customize Literacy Tab

There are four sections in the Customized Literacy tab.

Section 1: Planning

Planning and pacing instruction is always a challenge, especially when trying to meet state 
standards. The Pacing Guide in the Customize Literacy tab makes this easier. It provides the 
program’s instructional sequence for the grade. The scope and sequence is designed to use 
as is, or it can be adjusted to match a calendar, curriculum map, or testing schedule. 

Here’s a scenario where the Pacing Guide would be helpful: 

A school follows a curriculum map. A Grade 4 teacher uses Reading Street Texas but 
is also responsible for teaching content in the order outlined by the curriculum map. 
On the map, it states to teach cause and effect at the start of the year since it ties 
well with social studies content. On the Pacing Guide, cause and effect is the first 
lesson in Unit 2. The school may decide to teach Unit 2 before Unit 1 to meet the 
goals of the curriculum map and still follow the program.



Copyright © 2010 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
3

Within the Planning section, there is also a TEKS Teaching Record Chart. Use this chart as 
a checklist to mark the dates of instruction for the skills and strategies taught. This record-
keeping system allows teachers to document that they are reaching objectives and state 
standards. It is helpful for report cards, locating a student’s work for a specific skill, or when 
meeting with school administration.
 

Section 2: Instruction

There are some schools using guided reading, 
reader’s workshop, literature circles, or book studies 
as their selected methods of reading instruction. 
Reading Street and Calle de la Lectura Texas provide 
opportunities for teachers to break away from the 
weekly lessons in the Teacher’s Editions so they 
can continue delivering instruction in the format 
best suited for their class. In addition to Guide on 
the Side, the Instruction section of the Customize 
Literacy tab provides mini-lessons to teach reading 
skills and strategies. The mini-lessons are not tied to 
a specific story, so students have opportunities for 
self-selected reading and teachers can make literary 
choices that meet students’ needs and interests.

Suggested texts are presented when teaching mini-
lessons. These are selections from the Student 
Editions or leveled readers. Use the Leveled 
Reader Database on texasreadingstreet.com or 
texascalledelalectura.com to locate appropriate texts 
for each lesson. Teachers can also use a story or 

novel that they have in mind. The Instruction section allows for flexibility with delivery and 
text selection while still maintaining program integrity. 
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It is important to know that not all of a unit’s 
targeted skills and strategies have corresponding 
mini-lessons, so use the Skills Overview pages in 
the unit front matter as a guide. Use the blue Read 
and Comprehend section to see all of the skills and 
strategies taught in the unit. Compare these pages 
to the mini-lessons in the Instruction section of the 
Customize Literacy tab. By using the Teacher Record 
Chart in Section 1 of the Customize Literacy tab to 
track the skills and strategies taught, teachers know 
which skills and strategies students still need to 
learn. 

Teachers may want to reinforce some of those 
skills and strategies with instruction during a main 
selection reading or through the visuals in the 
EnVision It! Skills and Strategies Handbook. The 
Student Editions are great teaching tools as well. 
Use them in conjunction with the Teacher’s Editions 
or alone as an instructional guide by referring to 
features such as Let’s Talk About, Let’s Think About, 
and Let’s Learn It. And, refer to Guide on the Side 
for additional skill and strategy support. 

The Using Multiple Strategies and Glossary of 
Literacy Terms pages are also in Section 2. The 
strategies pages provide questions to ask students 
before, during, and after reading to engage them 
with the text. The glossary is a good reference tool 
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for professional use. It provides teachers with definitions of academic language in simple 
words so they can also share this knowledge with their students. 

Section 3: Matching Books and Readers

Section 3 talks about matching text to readers. There are over six hundred leveled readers 
in the Reading Street and Calle de la Lectura programs. Therefore, there is always an 
opportunity to match books to students. The Leveled Readers Skills Chart is a list of all 
the leveled readers for the grade, similar to the chart in First Stop. Teachers are given the 
DRA and Fountas and Pinnell level for each leveled reader. They can also use the Leveled 
Readers Database on texasreadingstreet.com and texascalledelalectura.com to assist them 
in selecting texts for readers. Information about the skills, strategies, and vocabulary for 
each leveled reader is also listed in the chart so if a student is struggling in a specific area, 
teachers can find a text that will assist their instruction. 

The Connecting Science and Social Studies pages are helpful in matching books to readers 
as well. Teachers can help students find books on topics that interest them or select reading 
for the next science or social studies lesson.

Not only is it important for students to have appropriate texts, but they should also use 
good reading habits. The What Good Readers Do and Conversation Starters pages will help 
teachers develop proficient readers. Read the good reader tips to see how to develop these 
behaviors in the classroom and why they are important. Use the conversation starters to 
engage students with the text. The questions allow students to share information about 
author’s purpose, main idea, and more. 

Section 4: Building Community

The Building Community section is where teachers find information about Professional 
Development. Here they will find information about designing teacher study groups or 
professional learning communities. It provides basic guidelines and suggestions such as 
using a jigsaw method to share out information, a self-evaluation sheet for trial lessons, and 
professional books to read and discuss. This could be a school-wide effort or done among a 
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grade level. Teachers may be able to get Continuing Education Units for their efforts. At the 
very least, they will be able to support and connect with colleagues to discuss educational 
resources, collaborate, share lessons, and get feedback which is a powerful experience. 

Review

This guide explained that on Reading Street and Calle de la Lectura Texas, teachers can 
customize their literacy programs. They can adjust the scope and sequence of the program 
to fit their school’s needs or use mini-lessons to teach skills and strategies with the format 
and literature best suited for the class. Also, teachers can find text that matches students’ 
needs and support them with questioning strategies and good reading habits. They can get 
a teacher study group started at their school by following the planning sheet in the Building 
Community section. It is the flexibility teachers need, while maintaining the Reading Street 
philosophy. 


