The Balanced Literacy Classroom

Introduction
Many schools want the benefits of a well-structured P
reading program but still want to maintain a balanced Contents B

literacy classroom with guided reading, reader’s B Pranirs
workshop, literature circles, or book studies. Schools — L E—

also may want to adjust the scope and sequence of S ey R
a program to match their calendar or testing needs A L —
but are not given the resources to make the process kg
manageable. Schools customize their literacy programs L2 R e
because it helps develop students’ strengths and Gemay iy s
supports their needs. It is a responsive and rewarding e Tottlr N C
way to teach. ST
Conversasian Starters: Asking Good Gusstions
Connecting Books ond Readers

On Reading Street and Calle de la Lectura Texas,

customizing this approach is possible. Section 7 of First | —— % Sl
Ploning oche Sy Groups

Stop helps teachers create a program that balances Tl essons

direct skill instruction with a variety of approaches to i

meet students’ needs. Teachers can use the Guide on

the Side as a roadmap for research-based instructional

routines. The Customize Literacy tab at the back of

every Teacher’s Edition provides flexibility to make

curricular adjustments and still follow Reading Street with fidelity. This guide explores the

information in First Stop, Guide on the Side routines and activities, and each section of the

Customize Literacy tab in the Teacher’s Editions to help teachers create a program best

suited for their school, themselves, and most importantly, their students.

First Stop

READING STREET In First Stop, teachers learn how to organize and
carry out a customized literacy program. Section

7, Customize Literacy on Reading Street, explains
that when using assessment tools and observations,
teachers learn about students’ strengths and
weaknesses. This data allows them to make better
grouping decisions. The groups may address
strategy and skill instruction, children’s interests,
children’s social abilities, or students’ instructional
levels. The charts in Section 7, Alignment with
DRA2 and Leveled Reader Skills Chart, help match
materials and text to groups. Reading Street Texas
is aligned with DRA2; use the chart to match
Reading Street instruction to DRA2 benchmarks.
The Leveled Reader Skills Chart provides Fountas
and Pinnell reading levels if teachers are using
guided reading groups. This chart allows teachers to
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search for text by skill, strategy, vocabulary, and content so that they can match the right
reader to each student. Also notice that TEKS are identified for the comprehension skills
and strategies. First Stop is a great place to begin when customizing a program, but the
Customize Literacy tab in the Teacher’s Editions can be an even greater benefit.

Guide on the Side

Guide on the Side is a great alternative to the Reading Street Texas Teacher’s Editions. The
Teacher’s Editions are divided into two volumes per six-week unit. For the balanced literacy
teacher, a suggestion is to start the unit in the Teacher’s Edition for the first three weeks of
instruction, and then use a balanced literacy approach for the next three weeks. Guide on
the Side provides the support needed to teach skills and strategies that correspond to unit
objectives. It provides support for progress monitoring, grouping, differentiation, and ELLs.
Teachers have research-based strategies, routines, and example lessons at their fingertips.
Flip to the skill being taught, such as Main Idea and Details, and there are routines and tips
for instruction. Corresponding Reading Street materials are listed, but teachers are free to
select their own literature.

Customize Literacy Tab

There are four sections in the Customized Literacy tab.

Section 1: Planning

Planning and pacing instruction is always a challenge, especially when trying to meet state
standards. The Pacing Guide in the Customize Literacy tab makes this easier. It provides the
program’s instructional sequence for the grade. The scope and sequence is designed to use
as is, or it can be adjusted to match a calendar, curriculum map, or testing schedule.
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Here's a scenario where the Pacing Guide would be helpful:

A school follows a curriculum map. A Grade 4 teacher uses Reading Street Texas but
is also responsible for teaching content in the order outlined by the curriculum map.
On the map, it states to teach cause and effect at the start of the year since it ties
well with social studies content. On the Pacing Guide, cause and effect is the first
lesson in Unit 2. The school may decide to teach Unit 2 before Unit 1 to meet the
goals of the curriculum map and still follow the program.
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Within the Planning section, there is also a TEKS Teaching Record Chart. Use this chart as

a checklist to mark the dates of instruction for the skills and strategies taught. This record-
keeping system allows teachers to document that they are reaching objectives and state
standards. It is helpful for report cards, locating a student’s work for a specific skill, or when
meeting with school administration.

sectin 1 Planning
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Section 2: Instruction

There are some schools using guided reading,
reader’s workshop, literature circles, or book studies
as their selected methods of reading instruction.
Reading Street and Calle de la Lectura Texas provide
opportunities for teachers to break away from the
weekly lessons in the Teacher’s Editions so they

can continue delivering instruction in the format
best suited for their class. In addition to Guide on
the Side, the Instruction section of the Customize
Literacy tab provides mini-lessons to teach reading

mgi*_ﬂj_f skills and strategies. The mini-lessons are not tied to
el Ty oy a specific story, so students have opportunities for
A —— . self-selected reading and teachers can make literary
Pttt o st o e o ran choices that meet students’ needs and interests.

man ke, ‘2me santiaces 2 and 5 ane OO and CaT! be proved.
+ Bcts cae B S e, .. stucharts have Sificulty facts and detads,
then_. nsic - eroe

Suggested texts are presented when teaching mini-
lessons. These are selections from the Student
Editions or leveled readers. Use the Leveled
Reader Database on texasreadingstreet.com or

Cof texascalledelalectura.com to locate appropriate texts

for each lesson. Teachers can also use a story or

novel that they have in mind. The Instruction section allows for flexibility with delivery and
text selection while still maintaining program integrity.

Copyright © 2010 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
3



oum ‘\ 4z Texas Skills Overview

The Big Quesfion
What can we discover from new
places and people?

Key
T Testest Shit F
@ Target shil Bi
ecause of Winn-Dixie Lewis and Clark and Me
Fealstc: ition pp. 26-37 Histarical Fition pp. 52-57 On the Banks of Plum | The Homed Toad Prince | Letters Home from
Creek Trckatar Tae pp. 116-124 Yosemite
A Film with 2 Message of Hope: Ellen Ochoa: Space Pioneer Histarical Fction o, 64-683 Exposiory Text pp. 144-155
M Fswienw pp. 4541 Mavie Review pp. 72-75 " ki pp. The Fox and the Tiger Apostony Text . 141 Interactive Review
Laura Ingalls Wilder Fabile pp. 134-135 The Bison of Caprock Camyons.
Online Refarancs Sources Magazing Aricle pp. 160-155
What bring dr What opportiniies can be fourd pe. 104-107
Guestion of the Wesk D TR (T PRI e D L
—
o — - Wity ko s W b St ey | WOhal o we b ow Goes Vomemte relect e | Gontect the Cuzslion of the Weck.
2 artention, Kininoss, wariety, S, SISUNCT, | piorer, Iraueind, axpernences, foregn,
I8 Amazing Words courteous, teach, understanding, socia), irprowe, st tevitories, seak propared, piaces? lendscape of the Southweet? | unkue qualies of the West? | to the Big Qusstion
= infroduce forfune ‘coust, roule, fandscape, sighls, | ronlier, ook, cach, plains, mes, | ethquaks, sruplions, roicano, | [ERERY Amazing Wioeds for Unit 1
I~ Word andings o7 T r—— Nancmarks, disert, vallays, ol cimeks, range, grassiand, | gaysal, eik, megma, favs, whdls,
P Word Analysis Anarmous, magnifieant, NaVigete | sagab/ush SEQUDL, WITTOWESS
o
s Pont o ew Sarary Words
£ Literary Terms Word anding -ing Compound Wards Falated Wards
1
Bequance Sattin Forsshadoving Diabect Tmagery
A story Structure/ il g
Text Features Canfictfiesoluon Fieirg hclion Descriplion Defniion
< 3
€ T @ sl Saquence T © sk pushrs Purpose T @ skl Literary Bomerts: | T @ SKill Autfors Purpose '@ sl ain Ies an Detals CM“ML;SJ‘_
P Characler, Seing, Fiot
£ comprehension @ siratogy Summarize @ sirategy Gusstioning 5 2 D Strategy Story Sl | '© Strategy Text Structes
2 Steatsgy Backgroud
H [T skill Cause and Fffect [T skin Scquanca Km:gw chigro Y ekl Lty Elomentsc | X el Author's Pupose
E Gharactes, Sutting, Fiot
K3 Vocabul T Sl Alfes: s 7'® kil Word Ercings Skl Satienca
cabulary
o 7@ s Mutiple-weaaning '@ suin synonyme s 7@ Sl At Suffizes fifs, %U'”” Targed Vocabulary
@ Exprusaion Appropriats Phrasing’ Punctuatian Cues. Words Antoryms. -
E Fluency
| I3 Tito and Aeouracy Exprassion Aopropeiats Phiasng T Uit 1 Flusescy Skl
Writing Rl Story Tral: Word Chiice Exposion Composition Tral Orgars zatrn
L Parody Traik: Voioa Frienl Letler Trail: Cornventions | Personal Nermative Trait: Vuice | Guick Wi for Fluency
Doclarative ard Intemogatie Sentences Fnperatrea and Exclamatary Sertences,
Conventions 9 ,
Campiete Subjacts and Compound Santancaes Claisas and Complex Sertences | [ Linit 1 Gomvortions.
spelling Shart Vowel WEEV Longaandi Procicates
Long & and o Long e Legu T2 Uit § Spelling patierrs.
Speaking/Listening Drametic Re-ling FirdUCtions
5 Advertisement Repart Wi Litoracy: Debate
Re: h Skills Map/GicbarAlles Sk are Scan
Alphabatical Orcier usirations, Captions, Label Frint Sources. |

Predict/Corfirm Predictions
'mnmmnmam‘u
+ Wha o what s his quetion st o
P———— ] -m‘ﬂamﬂuwmmm
Al GluesTions + Dathe et eares e you preded maat wil
- appetT
= b e A + Based oo what has bagpened 30t whal do

sewn2instruction

teracy rerms

Glossary, ol i

alliteration
alksion

hestory, axperionce, o feading

anawer questions & mading siTIiegy n which raders use e biat and prkor kowisdge 10
s cresbons Aot What ey 3% rea0n]
anbomym & word that mad the cppeste of anothe word

o sbout e et

1 help makoe savw of what ey semet
author's point of view i sulhor's opnion on tha SuSlet i o s s writing abet
author's pUTpose  the rekson e athor wicte the et
the atany of

blography  the wory of 2 real Eeons Mo writien by ansther person

couse why omething Fappens.
charactar 8 person, animal, of personalzed object 1 & sary

clasaity and cabigoriie  pul Iings, Such as SiCtrss of words, i (F0LES
eliman a8 poirt in o Story st which confic ls conbonted
compare 1 how things ane 0 s

et
Comprahansion strategies may be used befors. dung. o after rasng.

conclusion
g IO nowhEge
confict  the probiem or sinugEe i B 3o
comient elup  the wors, phvases, or sentences naar an urkaoen word that ghve e
raasier Chues [0 Tae worc's Mearing
contrast 5l Fuow Things ars it

It is important to know that not all of a unit’s
targeted skills and strategies have corresponding
mini-lessons, so use the Skills Overview pages in
the unit front matter as a guide. Use the blue Read
and Comprehend section to see all of the skills and
strategies taught in the unit. Compare these pages
to the mini-lessons in the Instruction section of the
Customize Literacy tab. By using the Teacher Record
Chart in Section 1 of the Customize Literacy tab to
track the skills and strategies taught, teachers know
which skills and strategies students still need to
learn.

Teachers may want to reinforce some of those

skills and strategies with instruction during a main
selection reading or through the visuals in the
EnVision It! Skills and Strategies Handbook. The
Student Editions are great teaching tools as well.
Use them in conjunction with the Teacher’s Editions
or alone as an instructional guide by referring to
features such as Let’s Talk About, Let’s Think About,
and Let’'s Learn It. And, refer to Guide on the Side
for additional skill and strategy support.

The Using Multiple Strategies and Glossary of
Literacy Terms pages are also in Section 2. The
strategies pages provide questions to ask students
before, during, and after reading to engage them
with the text. The glossary is a good reference tool
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for professional use. It provides teachers with definitions of academic language in simple
words so they can also share this knowledge with their students.

Section 3: Matching Books and Readers

Section 3 talks about matching text to readers. There are over six hundred leveled readers
in the Reading Street and Calle de la Lectura programs. Therefore, there is always an
opportunity to match books to students. The Leveled Readers Skills Chart is a list of all

the leveled readers for the grade, similar to the chart in First Stop. Teachers are given the
DRA and Fountas and Pinnell level for each leveled reader. They can also use the Leveled
Readers Database on texasreadingstreet.com and texascalledelalectura.com to assist them
in selecting texts for readers. Information about the skills, strategies, and vocabulary for
each leveled reader is also listed in the chart so if a student is struggling in a specific area,
teachers can find a text that will assist their instruction.

The Connecting Science and Social Studies pages are helpful in matching books to readers
as well. Teachers can help students find books on topics that interest them or select reading
for the next science or social studies lesson.

Not only is it important for students to have appropriate texts, but they should also use
good reading habits. The What Good Readers Do and Conversation Starters pages will help
teachers develop proficient readers. Read the good reader tips to see how to develop these
behaviors in the classroom and why they are important. Use the conversation starters to
engage students with the text. The questions allow students to share information about
author’s purpose, main idea, and more.
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Section 4: Building Community

The Building Community section is where teachers find information about Professional
Development. Here they will find information about designing teacher study groups or
professional learning communities. It provides basic guidelines and suggestions such as
using a jigsaw method to share out information, a self-evaluation sheet for trial lessons, and
professional books to read and discuss. This could be a school-wide effort or done among a
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grade level. Teachers may be able to get Continuing Education Units for their efforts. At the
very least, they will be able to support and connect with colleagues to discuss educational
resources, collaborate, share lessons, and get feedback which is a powerful experience.
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Review

This guide explained that on Reading Street and Calle de la Lectura Texas, teachers can
customize their literacy programs. They can adjust the scope and sequence of the program
to fit their school’s needs or use mini-lessons to teach skills and strategies with the format
and literature best suited for the class. Also, teachers can find text that matches students’
needs and support them with questioning strategies and good reading habits. They can get
a teacher study group started at their school by following the planning sheet in the Building
Community section. It is the flexibility teachers need, while maintaining the Reading Street
philosophy.
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