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Monitoring Student Progress

Introduction 

Monitoring  
Student  
Progress  
During  
Instruction

This guide explains how teachers monitor student progress using 
Prentice Hall Literature © 2010. Program features provide frequent 
opportunities for teachers to evaluate student progress and make 
instructional decisions. The program offers a variety of tests that 
enable teachers to determine student understanding and mastery of 
important skills and concepts.

In addition to utilizing Prentice Hall Literature, teachers can leverage 
the power of PH Lit Online. When students take tests online, the 
results are compiled into three different reports. The system can 
automatically adjust learner settings and can assign remediation based 
on test results.  

Prentice Hall Literature includes three program features that enable 
teachers to monitor student progress during instruction.

First, teachers can use comprehension checks in the side-margin notes 
of the Student Edition. PH Lit Online offers the same side-column notes 
as well as text boxes for students to record their thinking while they 
read.

Next, at the end of every selection there are Critical Thinking questions 
in Grades 6–10 and Critical Reading questions in the American 
Experience and British Tradition. 
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Prentice Hall 
Literature  
Assessments

Beginning of 
Year  
Diagnostic  
Test

Purpose

These questions help students reflect on and apply what they have 
learned. They ask students to respond, analyze, speculate, make 
inferences, and draw conclusions. Answers to each question are 
provided in the Teacher’s Edition. Students are also asked to make 
connections to the Big Question or an Essential Question.
  
Lastly, teachers can use After You Read questions that follow each 
pair or group of selections. Students complete activities to apply the 
reading, literary, and vocabulary skills taught during the unit.

All three program features can be used during whole-class instruction, 
for small-group discussion, or assigned for students to complete 
independently.

There are various types of assessments available to help teachers 
diagnose reading level, monitor progress, and assess mastery of skills 
and literary concepts. All assessments are found in the Unit Resources 
book and on PH Lit Online.

 

The Beginning of Year Diagnostic Test determines each student’s 
reading level. It assesses the student’s ability to construct meaning 
from the context sentences and to choose the word that fits both the 
semantics and syntax of the context sentence. 

When students take the Beginning of Year Diagnostic Test online, 
their results can modify their Learner Settings, which determine the 
appropriate text version of each selection and reading support they will 
view when teachers assign lessons. 
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Format

Using  
Assessment 
Data to Inform  
Instruction

Leveled  
Selection Tests

The Beginning of Year Diagnostic Test contains forty-four multiple-
choice items.

Based on the test results from the Beginning of Year Diagnostic Test, 
teachers can use the Diagnostic Tests and Vocabulary in Context 
Branching Suggestions (in the Unit 1 Resources book) to help them 
make instructional decisions.

They can determine which leveled selection (More Accessible or More 
Challenging) students should read for Grades 6–10. Since all students 
using the American Experience and British Tradition read all selections 
for literary comparison, those students identified as needing more 
accessible text may require additional reading support when they 
read the more challenging selections. The Reader’s Notebook Adapted 
Version may help students requiring more accessible text.

For all students identified by the chart as requiring more accessible 
text, use version A of the reading and vocabulary warm-ups and the 
partially filled in graphic organizers from the Unit Resources. Those 
students identified to read the more challenging selections should 
use version B of the reading and vocabulary warm-ups and the blank 
graphic organizers.
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Purpose

Format

Using  
Assessment 
Data to Inform  
Instruction

Test Practice 
(Grades 6–10)

Purpose

Format

Using  
Assessment 
Data to Inform  
Instruction

The Leveled Selection Tests assess comprehension and mastery of the 
literary, reading, and vocabulary skills after students read selections.

There are three types of Leveled Section Tests within the PH Lit 
program. Test A is for less-advanced students and English Learners. It 
is comprised of multiple-choice and essay questions. 

Test B is for on-level students, and it is also comprised of multiple-
choice and essay questions.

The third type of test is called the Open-Book Test. This test is for all 
levels and contains short-answer questions. 

Results from the Leveled Selection Tests help teachers determine if 
there are gaps in learning. Teachers can address the missing skills in 
more depth as they continue through the unit lessons.

Test Practice allows students to apply all reading and literary skills 
learned and to gauge their level of understanding as they prepare for 
the Benchmark Tests. 

Test Practice follows standardized test formats, where students apply 
what they have learned to both fiction and nonfiction selections. It 
includes a timed-writing practice for students to practice writing for 
assessment under test-taking conditions.

Test Practice appears four times per unit—after each Selection Choices 
feature and after the Informational Text features. 

Test results help teachers evaluate the need for reteaching unit skills 
and concepts.
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Test-Taking 
Practice (The 
American  
Experience and 
British  
Tradition)

Purpose

Format

Using  
Assessment 
Data to Inform  
Instruction

Benchmark 
Tests

The Test-Taking Practice Workshop asks students to apply the reading 
and literary skills they have learned through the course of the unit to 
gauge their level of understanding. 

The Test-Taking Practice questions follow standardized test formats, 
such as the Preliminary Scholastic Achievement Test (PSAT), Scholastic 
Achievement Test (SAT), and the American College Test (ACT). There is 
a timed-writing practice for students to practice writing for assessment 
under test-taking conditions. 

The American Experience and British Tradition Test-Taking Practice 
appears once per unit at the end of the unit.

The results from this Test-Taking Practice help teachers determine 
students’ mastery of unit skills and concepts. This helps teachers 
evaluate the need for reteaching.
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Using  
Assessment 
Data to Inform 
Instruction

Vocabulary in 
Context  
Diagnostic 
Tests

The purpose of the Benchmark Tests is to assess students’ mastery 
of the vocabulary, reading, and literary analysis skills covered in each 
unit.

The Benchmark Tests include multiple-choice items and essay 
questions.

There are two Benchmark Tests per unit for Grades 6–10—at the 
midpoint and end point of each unit. Look in the Unit Resources book 
to see when to give the Benchmark Test or look at the Unit Overview 
and Pacing Plan, which appears in the Teacher’s Edition near the front 
of each unit.

In the American Experience and British Tradition, give the Benchmark 
Tests about every three weeks of instruction. This timeframe does vary 
in each unit, since units have different lengths, so be sure to follow the 
outline in the Unit Resources book for each unit.

Results from the Benchmark Tests determine students’ mastery of 
skills and concepts and help teachers evaluate the need for reteaching.

Use the Interpretation Guides, in the Unit Resources book, for item 
analysis of skills not yet mastered. The Interpretation Guide identifies 
pages in the Reading Kit to assign for remediation and reteaching.

When students take the Benchmark Tests online, they can receive 
automatic remediation for each skill not mastered. The remediation 
activities are PDF pages from the Reading Kit. They will appear on 
students’ To Do lists.
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PH Lit Online

The short version of the Vocabulary in Context test, which includes 
twenty questions, can be found in the Unit Resources book.  

The full forty-question test is available on PH Lit Online, and the tests 
are listed in the test menu as Diagnostic Tests.

The purpose of the Vocabulary in Context Tests is to determine 
reading level. This test assesses students’ ability to construct sufficient 
meaning from the context sentence to choose the word that fits both 
the semantics and syntax of the context sentence. 

This test contains multiple-choice items. There is a Vocabulary in 
Context Test with every even-numbered Benchmark Test, except for 
the last Benchmark Test in Unit 6.

Based on the test results, teachers can use the information from the 
Diagnostic Tests and Vocabulary in Context Branching Suggestions (in 
the Unit Resources book) to help them make instructional decisions for 
the next unit of instruction.

They can determine which leveled selection (More Accessible or More 
Challenging) students should read for Grades 6–10. Since all students 
using the American Experience and British Tradition read all selections 
for literary comparison, those students identified as needing more 
accessible text may require additional reading support when they 
read the more challenging selections. The Reader’s Notebook Adapted 
Version may help students requiring more accessible text.

For all students identified by the chart as requiring more accessible 
text, use version A of the reading and vocabulary warm-ups and the 
partially filled in graphic organizers from the Unit Resources. Those 
students identified to read the more challenging selections should 
use version B of the reading and vocabulary warm-ups and the blank 
graphic organizers.

When students take the Vocabulary in Context Tests online, the results 
can modify their Learner Setting if teachers have opted to use this 
feature.

PH Lit Online enables teachers to assign assessments for students to 
complete online.  
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PH Lit Online 
Learner  
Settings

Learner  
Settings  
Profile

When students complete a test online, the system immediately 
scores and displays test results for tests that include only multiple-
choice items. For tests that include short answer and essay questions, 
teachers must score these questions before the system posts the 
results for students.

When students take the Benchmark Tests online, the system can 
automatically assign the remediation pages from the Reading Kit based 
on their test results. Students print out these PDF pages and complete 
the assignment. The Diagnostic Tests can adjust the learner settings 
profile. 

The Learner Settings Profile determines which selection text version 
and reading support are provided to each student when lessons are 
assigned. Learner Settings is found in the Classes tab.

Students with the On-Level learner profile will be assigned the on-level 
text. Students with the Below-Level learner profile will be assigned the 
adapted text. Teachers can designate which students should receive 
the English Learner version of the text. These adapted text versions 
are the same as the Reader’s Notebooks.

The Learner Settings profile determines which version of the Reading 
and Vocabulary Warm-ups and which version of Graphic Organizers are 
provided to each student when lessons are assigned.  

Version A of the Reading and Vocabulary Warm-ups and the Graphic 
Organizers is provided to English Learners and below-level students. 
Version B is for on-level and advanced students. Version A of the 
Graphic Organizers are partially completed.

Only the results from the Beginning of Year Diagnostic Test and the 
Vocabulary in Context Tests can adjust the Learner Settings profile. 
Teachers can also choose to manage this feature manually. 

To enable this feature for automatic adjustment of the Learner Setting 
based on test results, just check the box that says “Allow Future Tests 
to Set Learner Level.”

Please note that the system only automatically adjusts for the on-
level and below-level versions of the text. It is suggested to manually 
manage students who are assigned the English Learner profile. This will 
insure that these students will always view the English Learner version 
of selections for lessons you assign. To manually manage the Learner 
Settings for English Learners, do not check the box that says “Allow 
Future Tests to Set Learner Level.”
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Review This guide explained how to monitor student progress during 
instruction. It discussed each assessment, including the purpose, 
format, and how to use assessment data to inform instruction. It also 
discussed assessments on PH Lit Online and explained Learner Settings 
which determines the text version and reading support provided to 
students when lessons are assigned. 
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