Prentice Hall

Contemporary Connection and Informational Text Selections

Introduction This guide describes the instructional activities for two program
features: Contemporary Connection and Informational Text. Students
read selections and apply reading skills and strategies to a variety
of text forms. They also compare nonfiction selections to literature
selections.

(Contemporary Connection: Exploration Past and Present j
Steve Squyres from Mars Rover Mission Update moc 69
{f Informational Text: Real-Life Reading \
How to Watch a Debate w129
Help North Texas Vote e st aovemseaent 132
All the News That's Fit to Print oy istoee 134
Informational Text: Primary Sources
John Adams Letter from the President’s House ~ ums 181
Abigail Adams Letter to Her Daughter From
the New White House s 182
Benjamin Henry
Latrobe Floor Plan of the President’s House e 185
o /
Contemporary The Contemporary Connection feature has students explore
Connection relationships between literature and contemporary culture as they

read. They compare text selections and text forms, such as blogs and
song lyrics. The Contemporary Connection feature appears once in
every unit.

Example 1: Students read a blog written by Steve Squyres about the
Mars Exploration Rover (MER) project. They discuss how
concepts of exploration and explorers have changed since
Europeans first traveled in the Americas.
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Example 2: Students meet contemporary recording artist Natasha
Bedingfield and discuss the topic of individualism. They
analyze the song Unwritten for structure and compare the
lyrics to Ralph Waldo Emerson’s prose in Self-Reliance.

After reading, students answer the Critical Reading questions. These
questions require students to describe, analyze, interpret, and assess
what they read.

Usie these gisestions to hald o group distussion of "Mission
Update™:
4.(a)

Teaching Prepare for instruction by reading background information, teaching
Resources suggestions, and possible student responses for all lesson activities in

the margins of the Teacher’s Edition.

1. (3) Squyres n
C

TEACH

Contemporary
‘Connecti

Earth

Differentiate instruction for less proficient readers, special needs
students, English learners, and gifted students using the information in
the Differentiated Instruction for Universal Access box in the Teacher’s
Edition.



Differentiated
Instruction

Enrichment for Gifted /Talented Students
Challenge students to develop materials that
res mentions. To ill teach elementary -age pupils about the Mars
* draw a diagram
with the

of a raver, diagram the orbits of Earth and Mars
Lo plot the rocket joumey to Mars, or create a
flowehart 1o show the communication process
between the rovers on Mars and the controllers
on Earth,

PH Lit Online Students can read selections on PH Lit Online. The following examples
show a Contemporary Connection selection. Students complete the
Critical Reading questions by typing responses into text boxes online.

Informational The Informational Text feature has students apply reading skills and

Text Selections strategies to nonfiction primary sources and real-world readings such
as manuals, newspaper articles, and Web sites. The Informational Text
feature appears twice in every unit.

Lesson activities include explicit instruction of reading strategies. For
example, teach students how to analyze and evaluate information
using text features such as headings or subheads, boldfaced or
italicized text, numbered or bulleted lists, and photos or illustrations.
These skills help students effectively read consumer documents such
as manuals and public service advertisements.

Reading Strategy

To be effecte, cormumer doc
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Teaching
Resources

The Accessibility at a Glance charts compare Primary Source selections
on criteria such as concept level, lexile, and overall rating. This
information helps the preparation of appropriate reading support for
students based on text difficulty. The Reader’s Notebooks provide

adapted text for many selections.

[ ]
Instruction

Letter from The President’s House

Differentiate instruction for less proficient readers, special needs
students, English learners, and gifted students using the information
provided in the Differentiated Instruction for Universal Access boxes in

the Teacher’s Edition.

Differentiated
Instruction

Background for Less Proficient Readers
Neither British nor American English in the
early-nineteenth century followed the rules of
capitalization that we are used to. Many of the
commen nouns—not only the proper nouns—
take capitals in this letter. (In the letter by
Abigail Adams, on the next page, a twentieth-
century editor eliminated what we would con-
sider extraneaus capitals.) Advise students that
John Adams’s style does not give them license to
follow suit

for Universal Access

@Suppoft for English Learners

Many languages that use an alphabet
similar to that of American English have similar
rules for capitalization. There are, however, dif-
ferences: German capitalizes common nouns;
Spanish and French do not capitalize the pro-
noun that correspands to | Remind English
leamers that native speakers expect them to use
capitals for mast proper nouns and adjectives,
for I, for the first word of a sentence, for impor-
tant words in titles (according to MLA style),
and for some abbreviations and acranyms.

Extend instruction with vocabulary development and enrichment
activities. The enrichment activities provide cross-curricular

connections.

Vocabulary Development

Vaocabulary Knowledge Rating
Create a Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Chart
1 h ideh

in

selections, have them take out their Vocabulary
Knowled

p- 33) for the vocabulary words on the student
page. Give each student a copy of the chart

with the words on it. Read the words aloud and
have students mark their rating of each in the
Before Reading column. When students have
completed reading and discussing the group of

Rating charts. Read the words
aloud and have students rate their knowledge
again in the After Reading column. Clarify any
words that are still problematic. Then, have stu-
dents complete the Yocabulary practice at the
end of the selections.

J

Enrichment: Investigating Science

Humans in Deep Space

The success of the Mars rover project raises
an issue about the need for humans to travel
in space. One problem is distance: sorme
space voyages would last decades and human
litetimes. Another problem is neediness: the
human body needs water, food, oxygen,
warmth, and gravity, for starters. The "simple”
solution would be to create a mini-Earth, with
gravity, atmosphere, and sustainable systems
for air, food, and energy—and then to propel

this object across the universe at close to the
speed of light. Such a solution, of course, is
more science fiction than sdence,

Activity: Research Ask students o investigate
how scientists are addressing the complica-
tions of deep-space travel for humans. Students
mmay wse the Investigating Science worksheel,
Professional Development Guidebook, page
241, as they do their research. Encourage stu-
dents ta repart their findings 1o the class,

Additional teaching resources for specific lesson activities are listed in

the Teaching Resources boxes in the Teacher’s Edition.

Teaching Resources

Unit 1 Resources

Primary Source work sheet, p. 25
Wocabulary Builder, p. 28

Pr fonal Dr

Enrichment, pp. 33, 228, 233, 241

Al resources are available at

www PHLItONline com
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Assessment

After reading and completing the Informational Text lesson activities,
students prepare for selection assessments with Test Practice. Test
Practice includes standardized test questions and timed writing
exercises. The Assessment Resources boxes in the Teacher’s Edition list
available assessments for each selection.

Test Practice

What is the relationship between place and literature? [30 minutes]

a Timed Writing: Responding to the Essential Question

@ S-Minute Planner

Complts hass steps bidon you bege b weite

1. R the promei carefuly. Undering key words and pheases

2. Cuckly jot doven a st of responses 10 the first question.

3. Decide which of the three ocumants sesms most o kna with the reasons you lssed

4, 5can the documents. for evadence That relates. 5o the ideas in your 1. TIP Remember that atsudes
e chAFACar TEutS £an ba used 35 svidance

5, Cruane an outhne faf your essay.

PH Lit Online

PH Lit Online also provides interactive lesson content for Informational
Texts. The colored arrows near the top of the page direct the lesson
flow for Informational Texts.

Before You Read activities include instruction about the text form.

[ Informational Texts: Primary Sources r

INFORMATIONAL TEXT
Primary Sources
Letter Letter Floor Plan
Letter from Letter from President’s
the President’s the New House
House ‘White House

About the Forms

While You Read activities include interactive text. Adapted text is
assigned to students based on their learner settings. Students can
listen to the selection in English. An audio summary of the selection
is provided in English, Haitian Creole, and Spanish. Students can
highlight text and type notes into text boxes and journals.

[ e oo cenc e Ve SRR *oum

My Dearest Friond
We amived bere ket ight, or rather yesterday, et one o Clock ars here we dined
o Skt The Bukdng o Sate o b habstale £ now ws wiih Br pour
Cotmpiey. The Recount You Qv € T4 sREXToty STth o cur ot st M
Crann {1 and iz ‘amiy 13 ealy derzsing and s mmlun'kt you. 1 mest
v Symrpathize with you and e, | hare seen oy Nr. and W,

P H ks e R Y Sontt and V. Tooenton
€)1 SRl Sy FOrhing of pUbs: RS, | am very gad you corgened T come on, for
e

ares
Greot des cr yeur Account, Desides it 15 98 e oroger that you s | 3heukd v
Eogetter aud rct e befre (e Gifer, Bafore [ erd my Letter 1 pray eaven bo bestoe
£ Deck of EISSERgs 0N IS HoUSe and ol That sl hereaer Thebd it May nene but
HOnAEE and wite Mar 4var e Lndse BV roct | thal Pt attampt & SEcpton of it
“fou wil ‘\oﬂnmbenmo‘ltﬁurlnm ML (A for
tw arrival of the Men Numcn »dkc Tt more 3o for thet of the Lacies. [ am 1)
s stec] Confdanes and afecton
John Acems
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Students type responses into text boxes for each Critical Reading
question. PH Lit Online automatically saves student work within each
user account. Students can also print their work.

After You Read activities include the same questions found in the
Student Edition for Comparing Primary Sources. Students type
responses into text boxes online.

Review The Contemporary Connection feature has students explore
relationships between literature and contemporary culture. The
Informational Text feature has students apply reading skills and
strategies to nonfiction selections. The Teacher’s Edition provides
background information and teaching suggestions for all lesson
activities. The Teacher’s Edition also provides information outlining
text difficulty as well as suggestions for differentiating, enriching,
and extending instruction. PH Lit Online provides lesson content in an
interactive format.
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