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Contemporary Connection and Informational Text Selections

Introduction

Contemporary 
Connection

This guide describes the instructional activities for two program 
features: Contemporary Connection and Informational Text. Students 
read selections and apply reading skills and strategies to a variety 
of text forms. They also compare nonfiction selections to literature 
selections.

The Contemporary Connection feature has students explore 
relationships between literature and contemporary culture as they 
read. They compare text selections and text forms, such as blogs and 
song lyrics. The Contemporary Connection feature appears once in 
every unit.

Example 1: �Students read a blog written by Steve Squyres about the 
Mars Exploration Rover (MER) project. They discuss how 
concepts of exploration and explorers have changed since 
Europeans first traveled in the Americas.
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Teaching  
Resources

Example 2: �Students meet contemporary recording artist Natasha 
Bedingfield and discuss the topic of individualism. They 
analyze the song Unwritten for structure and compare the 
lyrics to Ralph Waldo Emerson’s prose in Self-Reliance.

After reading, students answer the Critical Reading questions. These 
questions require students to describe, analyze, interpret, and assess 
what they read.

Prepare for instruction by reading background information, teaching 
suggestions, and possible student responses for all lesson activities in 
the margins of the Teacher’s Edition.

Differentiate instruction for less proficient readers, special needs 
students, English learners, and gifted students using the information in 
the Differentiated Instruction for Universal Access box in the Teacher’s 
Edition.
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PH Lit Online

Informational 
Text Selections

Students can read selections on PH Lit Online. The following examples 
show a Contemporary Connection selection. Students complete the 
Critical Reading questions by typing responses into text boxes online. 

	
The Informational Text feature has students apply reading skills and 
strategies to nonfiction primary sources and real-world readings such 
as manuals, newspaper articles, and Web sites. The Informational Text 
feature appears twice in every unit.

Lesson activities include explicit instruction of reading strategies. For 
example, teach students how to analyze and evaluate information 
using text features such as headings or subheads, boldfaced or 
italicized text, numbered or bulleted lists, and photos or illustrations. 
These skills help students effectively read consumer documents such 
as manuals and public service advertisements.
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Teaching  
Resources

The Accessibility at a Glance charts compare Primary Source selections 
on criteria such as concept level, lexile, and overall rating. This 
information helps the preparation of appropriate reading support for 
students based on text difficulty. The Reader’s Notebooks provide 
adapted text for many selections.

Differentiate instruction for less proficient readers, special needs 
students, English learners, and gifted students using the information 
provided in the Differentiated Instruction for Universal Access boxes in 
the Teacher’s Edition.

Extend instruction with vocabulary development and enrichment 
activities. The enrichment activities provide cross-curricular 
connections.

Additional teaching resources for specific lesson activities are listed in 
the Teaching Resources boxes in the Teacher’s Edition. 
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Assessment

PH Lit Online

After reading and completing the Informational Text lesson activities, 
students prepare for selection assessments with Test Practice. Test 
Practice includes standardized test questions and timed writing 
exercises. The Assessment Resources boxes in the Teacher’s Edition list 
available assessments for each selection.

PH Lit Online also provides interactive lesson content for Informational 
Texts. The colored arrows near the top of the page direct the lesson 
flow for Informational Texts. 

Before You Read activities include instruction about the text form.

While You Read activities include interactive text. Adapted text is 
assigned to students based on their learner settings. Students can 
listen to the selection in English. An audio summary of the selection 
is provided in English, Haitian Creole, and Spanish. Students can 
highlight text and type notes into text boxes and journals. 
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Review

Students type responses into text boxes for each Critical Reading 
question. PH Lit Online automatically saves student work within each 
user account. Students can also print their work.

After You Read activities include the same questions found in the 
Student Edition for Comparing Primary Sources. Students type 
responses into text boxes online.

The Contemporary Connection feature has students explore 
relationships between literature and contemporary culture. The 
Informational Text feature has students apply reading skills and 
strategies to nonfiction selections. The Teacher’s Edition provides 
background information and teaching suggestions for all lesson 
activities. The Teacher’s Edition also provides information outlining 
text difficulty as well as suggestions for differentiating, enriching, 
and extending instruction. PH Lit Online provides lesson content in an 
interactive format.


