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Common Core State Standards and Prentice Hall Literature 

Introduction This guide discusses how to use Prentice Hall Literature © 2010 
to address the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English 
Language Arts (ELA). 

It provides a brief review of the CCSS for ELA in Grades 6–12. It also 
discusses ways to use Prentice Hall Literature to help students meet 
the standards. 

Note that in this guide, the Teacher’s Guide to Meeting the Common 
Core Standards with Prentice Hall Literature will often be referred to 
as simply the Correlations Guide. The Correlations Guide provides 
overview information and mini-lessons that help teachers tailor 
instruction to reinforce the standards. 
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CCSS Overview

Finally, this guide looks at two additional resources, the Common Core 
State Standards Overview and Implementation Guide, as well as the 
Common Core Companion Student Workbook.

First, learn a bit about the CCSS. These standards were designed to 
ensure that all students have the skills and knowledge they need to 
succeed in college and work. This guide focuses on the CCSS for ELA 
for Grades 6–12. 

Common Core divides the CCSS for ELA into four strands: Reading, 
Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language. Within each strand are 
grade-specific standards. These standards define what students should 
understand and be able to do as they develop skills for college and 
career readiness. 
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Reading  
Standards

This guide takes a look at each strand and explores how teachers can 
use Prentice Hall Literature to meet grade-specific requirements. Use 
the Common Core State Standards Overview and Implementation 
Guide for guidance. This resource provides background information 
about the CCSS as well as suggestions for how teachers can use their 
Prentice Hall Literature materials to reinforce the standards. 

This tutorial guide uses Grade 7 materials as examples, but most of 
the information can be appropriate to any grade level. 

It uses the Common Core State Standards Walk-Through found in the 
Overview and Implementation Guide as a starting point. 

Start by reviewing the Reading Standards. For Grades 6–12, Common 
Core divides reading standards between Literature and Informational 
Text. 

The grade-level standards lead from comprehension to an appreciation 
of craft and are followed by synthesis of ideas. 
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Writing  
Standards

Each reading standard falls under one of the following four categories:

•	 Key Ideas and Details
•	 Craft and Structure
•	 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
•	 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

The Common Core State Standards Walk-Through in the Overview 
and Implementation Guide includes general suggestions about how 
teachers can use Prentice Hall Literature lessons and activities to 
address each standard. 

For more detailed recommendations, look to the Correlations Guide. 
Next to each standard, there is a detailed overview of how teachers 
can use specific activities to support the standard in their classrooms. 
For reference, this overview includes page numbers, so that teachers 
can easily locate lessons or activities in their Teacher’s Editions. 

Next, take a look at the writing standards. The CCSS for ELA focus on 
three types of writing: arguments, informative/explanatory texts, and 
narratives. 

Each writing standard falls under one of the following four categories:

•	 Text Types and Purposes
•	 Production and Distribution of Writing
•	 Research to Build and Present Knowledge
•	 Range of Writing 

Notice that many of the writing standards are further broken down into 
substandards.

Look at the Correlations Guide for an example of how teachers can 
use their Prentice Hall Literature materials to address Standard 1. This 
standard states that students should be able to, “Write arguments to 
support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.” 



Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
5

Speaking and 
Listening  
Standards

Language  
Standards

Common Core 
Companion 
Student  
Workbook

To satisfy this standard, teachers may begin by having students 
complete the Persuasive Essay Writing Workshop. Then, refer to 
the additional activity recommendations in order to address each 
substandard. For example, to provide additional support and 
reinforcement for Standard 1a, they could assign the letter to the 
editor Writing activity. Also be sure to review the suggestions for 
enriching this activity. For instance, teachers may want to direct their 
students to acknowledge opposing points of view. 

The Speaking and Listening standards emphasize student 
accountability in listening and speaking activities. Each standard falls 
under either Comprehension and Collaboration or Presentation of 
Knowledge and Ideas. 

Once again, refer to the Overview and Implementation Guide, as 
well as the Correlations Guide, for specific suggestions on how to use 
Prentice Hall Literature to address each standard in the classroom. 
For example, teachers could use one of the Listening and Speaking 
activities to meet Standard 1, which addresses students’ ability to 
engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions.

Language is the last ELA strand. Language standards fall into one 
of three categories: Conventions of Standard English, Knowledge of 
Language, or Vocabulary Acquisition and Use. 

Within the Correlations Guide, there are helpful suggestions for how 
teachers can use features such as the Vocabulary and Communications 
workshops and resources, such as the Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 
Handbook, to support these standards. 
 
For additional support in implementation of the Common Core 
Standards, look to the Common Core Companion Student Workbook. 
This resource provides in-depth instruction and application 
opportunities for all of the CCSS.

Within the Overview and Implementation Guide, teachers will find 
an annotated version of the Skills Navigator Overview for their grade 
levels. This overview includes specific suggestions for how they can 
use the Common Core Companion Student Workbook with their 
Prentice Hall Literature 2010 materials. 
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Notice that this Skills Navigator Overview is almost identical to the one 
found in the Teacher’s Edition. The only change is the addition of the 
annotations, which are presented in red. 

Take a look at an example from Grade 7, Unit 1. This unit includes a 
lesson on using text features to locate specific types of information 
within informational text. Notice that there are two related activity 
suggestions from the Common Core Companion. The first activity, 
Analyzing Text Structure, supports the Grade 7 informational text 
Standard 5. 

This standard states that students should be able to, “Analyze the 
structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 
sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the 
ideas.” The corresponding Common Core Companion pages include an 
explanation of the standard, examples that illustrate this standard, 
related academic vocabulary, and an activity that supports students in 
applying the standard as they read. 
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One other useful annotation in the Skills Navigator Overview is the 
“Exemplar Text” label. This label identifies selections that appear on 
the exemplar list of the Common Core Framework. 

This guide discussed how to use Prentice Hall Literature 2010 to 
address the CCSS for ELA.

For more information, please watch the other Prentice Hall Literature 
tutorials on this Web site.

Review


